
Video Audition 
Submission Process 
 for The Piano Cottage Rocks 2020  

Overview of Process 
Enrolled Piano Cottage students interested in a musical performance or soloist role in this 
summer’s Piano Cottage Rocks #9 concert series must submit a video audition between April 1 
- May 1, 2020.   Please note there will be no live auditions this year. 

Deadline for submissions:   
All musical performance audition videos due between April 1-May 1, 2020. 

Audition Fee:  
There is a $5.00 fee per submission which helps offset the adjudication team costs.  

Length of Audition Videos:  
Your video audition should not exceed 2.5 minutes total, including your introduction. 

Where to submit your video audition: 

Between April 1-May 1, you may go to the website’s TPCR9 NEWS page (https://
www.thepianocottage.com/news) to fill out an Audition Application online.  Within the 
Application, students will have the opportunity to provide a link/address for each of your video 
submissions. 

Please double check the links you provide for each video before submitting your application. 
You will also have the opportunity to tell us a little more about yourself, your musical background 
and any questions you may have.  After completing your application and submitting your video 
you will receive a confirmation indicating your submission was successfully received.  

Invalid Videos 
The following video problems would make them invalid:
1. Videos revealing the teacher’s identity
2. Videos with “private’ sharing options (see above).
3. Videos that pan and zoom during performances.
4. Videos that are digitally altered.
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Recording Instructions 
5. You should record and send a separate unedited video submission for each musical 

selection you wish to be considered, each clearly labelled.
6. Your camera should record from a fixed position as if three adjudicators were seated in front 

of you.
7. You should face straight forward to the camera as you would appear to adjudicators in a live 

audition.
8. Your video recordings must clearly show your face and most of your upper body.

Your video’s Introduction: 

1. Introduce yourself and your musical selection enthusiastically at the beginning of the video.  

Here is an example although we encourage you to be creative and introduce yourself as you 
feel most comfortable:  

 “Hi, My Name is (First Name Only) , I will be in ____ grade as of June 15, 2020.   I will be 
performing:  title of Composition on the piano/guitar/ukulele/singing by—composer—and if 
appropriate—from---title of work.   I chose this piece because:  (tell us why you like this song or 
relate to it!) 

2. The identity of your teacher, school, phone number or any personal contact information 
should not be revealed in the video. 

3. If time permits, you may tell us anything else about your audition you would like judges to 
know - perhaps how you envision ultimately performing it as part of the concert, or why it 
would be a good addition to a summer rock concert.  

4. If you are performing with a friend or accompanist, please stand by them for the introduction 
portion of your video, giving each performer a chance to speak & introduce themselves 
clearly. 

Accompanists 
Vocal students may perform or sing:

A. Accompanying yourself 
B. With a live accompanist, who is or is not your teacher, or 
C. With a recorded track so long as it is clearly heard 

You must show your accompanist at some point during the video. If the room is too small to 
show both you and your accompanist at the same time, pan the camera before you perform to 
show your accompanist in one of your video selections.
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Recording Location 
You should record your video in the spirit of a live audition or recital performance. You may 
record it in your home, school, church, synagogue, recital hall, rehearsal room, or voice studio 
with good natural acoustics with or without an audience. You should dress professionally, as you 
would for a recital or live audition.

Performance 
Selections should ideally be performed from memory on your recording.  
No choreography or movement is needed in your audition video.   

Settings - If preparing the YouTube Video

Please note that if you are sending your video audition link via Youtube, you must select "public" 
or "unlisted" in the “Privacy” settings found under the Broadcasting and Sharing Options section 
when uploading your video file. If you select "private," adjudicators will not be able to access the 
submission(s).

Question:  I’ve never recorded an audition video before! Is it hard?  
No it's really easy actually.  You may record, review and upload your video audition entirely from 
a cell phone, tablet, computer or camera.   No fancy gear or software required. 

Question:  When Will Audition Videos be Viewed and Results Posted?  
In the event a “call back” is necessary, students will be contacted on May 2nd. 
Casting results will be  posted on TPCR9 News page of the website on or before May 5, 2020.
 

We are grateful for your interest are extremely excited about the show this year which we hope 
will be a new, uniquely rewarding and an unforgettable experience for each student!

Thank you!

Sincerely, 
The Piano Cottage Rocks Production Team 
thepianocottagerocks@gmail.com 
Josh Zimmerman, Director 
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